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Non-Profit Organization California Youth Connection
Appoints New Executive Director and CEO Carolyn Reyes

OAKLAND, CA - California Youth Connection (CYC) has named Carolyn Reyes, MA, MSW, JD
as their new Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer.

Reyes has spent the past three decades working with and on behalf of BIPOC, LGBTQ+, and
system-involved youth to promote their health and well-being. “CYC is well positioned for an
exciting and productive future by the hiring of Carolyn Reyes as our new Executive Director and
CEO. Carolyn brings to CYC extensive knowledge of, and experience working in California's
complex county-based systems of care,” says CYC Board President, David Channer.

As the Executive Director, Reyes will work closely with CYC’s youth members, staff, and Board
of Directors to advance the organization’s mission of supporting youth leaders to transform the
foster care and intersecting systems.

“What excites me about CYC and its mission is the deep belief in the power of young people to
transform the systems that impact their lives,” says Reyes. “I'm thrilled to lead an organization

that genuinely centers youth voice and expertise and empowers youth with lived experience in
foster care to drive change in law, policy, and practice.”

Much of Reyes’ career - as an MSW foster care social worker and as a children's attorney - has
been spent working with and on behalf of children and youth in California. Reyes has also done
extensive work on the national level with organizations that include the National Center for
Lesbian Rights, Ceres Policy Research, and Georgetown University's Center for Juvenile
Justice Reform.

Reyes succeeds CYC Interim Executive Director Rob Woronoff, who assumed the role in
January 2024. Woronoff will transition out of the role in May of 2025.

About CYC: California Youth Connection is a dynamic and impactful non-profit organization
whose mission is to develop leaders from among the population of current and former
system-involved youth (aged 14-24) to empower each other and their communities to transform
the foster care and intersecting systems through legislative, policy, and practice change. Our
vision is that youth impacted by the child welfare and intersecting systems are empowered to
have their needs met, and the support to grow into healthy adults.

For more information on this news please contact Melissa Cortez, Communications Manager,
via email melissa@calyouthconn.org
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